
AGENDA OF THE WEBINAR ON: 
 
“HOW TO CONDUCT A LIGHT POLITICAL ECONOMY ANALYSIS ?” 
(21 February 2018, 14-16hrs) 
 
 
Purpose and focus 
 
After 5 previous webinars providing generic, thematic and sectoral guidance on the use of 
political economy analysis (PEA) by donor agencies, a concluding webinar focuses on the 
possible advantages and disadvantages of carrying out “light” political economy analyses. This 
option was put forward consistently by participants to earlier webinars. In the face of 
important institutional, financial and capacity constraints, a light PEA may offer an alternative 
to more comprehensive analyses that may turn out “too costly” or “too demanding”. Yet 
there obviously also limitations and risks associated in the application of lighter PEAs. The 
webinar will provide an opportunity to consider the relevance and feasibility of light PEAs. It 
will also focus on the required conditions for such assessments to be effectively used to think 
and act politically. 
 
 
Objectives and agenda 
 
In this context, the webinar will have 4 objectives  
 
1) Take stock of the existence of an “authorizing environment” within donor agencies for 

applying a PEA in general and a “light PEA” in particular. A survey will help to collect 
evidence for this. 

2) Provide tips, trick and tools to carry out a “light PEA”. This will focus on the operational 
aspects of carrying out such assessments while ensuring outcomes that can be effectively 
used in donor interventions 

3) Explore the scope for iterative approaches to carrying out PEAs -so as to ensure that 
possible gaps in “light PEAs” can subsequently be filled in by additional assessments as 
the process moves on 

4) Draw overall conclusions from the series of webinars, including the identification of key 
challenges to create more space for PEA and ensure effective applications. 

 
These four objectives also constitute the backbone of the agenda for the webinar. They lead 
to 4 sessions, dealing with each of these questions (30 minutes per objective) 
 
 
 


